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very year National Taxpayers Union

(NTU) rates U.S. Representatives

and Senators on their actual votes—
every vote that significantly affects taxes,
spending, debt, and regulatory burdens on
consumers and taxpayers. Unlike most
organizations that publish ratings, we refuse
to play the “rating game” of focusing on
only a handful of Congressional votes on
selected issues. The NTU voting study is
the fairest and most accurate guide avail-
able on Congressional fiscal policies. It is
a completely unbiased accounting of votes.

NTU assigned weights to the votes,
reflecting the importance of each vote’s
effect.®
NTU has no partisan axe to grind. All

Members of Congress are treated the same
regardless of political affiliation. Our only
constituency is the overburdened American
taxpayer. Grades are given impartially,
based on the Taxpayer Score.

TAXPAYER SCORE

The Taxpayer Score measures the
strength of support for reducing spending
and regulation and opposing higher taxes.
In general, a higher score is better because
it means a Member of Congress voted to
lessen or limit the burden on taxpayers.
The Taxpayer Score can range between
0 and 100. We do not expect anyone to
score a 100, nor has any legislator ever
achieved a 100 in the multi-year history
of the comprehensive NTU scoring sys-
tem. A high score does not mean that the
Member of Congress was opposed to all
spending or all programs. High-scoring
Members have indicated that they would
vote for many programs if the amount of
spending were lower. A Member who
wants to increase spending on some pro-
grams can achieve a high score if he or she
votes for offsetting cuts in other programs.
A zero score would indicate that the Mem-
ber of Congress approved every spending
proposal and opposed every pro-taxpayer
reform.

NTU believes a score qualifying for a
grade of “A” indicates the Member is one
of the strongest supporters of responsible
tax and spending policies. We are pleased
to give these Members of Congress our
“Taxpayers’ Friend Award” (subject to
attendance criteria).

A score qualifying for a grade of “B”
represents a “good” voting record on con-
trolling spending and taxes. A “B” grade
indicates that the Member voted for tax-
payers most of the time, but slightly less
than those who attained the grade of “A.”

A score qualifying for a grade of “C”
represents a minimally acceptable voting
record on controlling taxes and spending.
To qualify for a grade of “C” a Member
must have a Taxpayer Score of at least 50
percent. While such a score may be
“satisfactory,” there is clearly room for
improvement.

We are also issuing pluses and minuses
for the grades of “B” and “C” in order to
better recognize the differences in the vot-
ing records of Members with these grades.

A score qualifying for a grade of “D”
indicates the Member has a “poor” voting
record on controlling taxes and spending.

A score significantly below average
qualifies for a grade of “F.” This failing
grade places the Member into the “Big
Spender” category.

VOTE SELECTION

We analyzed every roll call vote taken
during 2007 (1st Session of the 110th Con-
gress) and selected all votes that could
significantly affect the amounts of federal
taxes, spending, debt, or regulatory
impact. A total of 427 House and 182
Senate roll call votes were selected. We
included votes cast on appropriations
bills, authorization bills, budget target
resolutions, tax bills, amendments, and
certain procedural votes that could affect
the burden on taxpayers. Votes that simply
shifted equal amounts of spending from
one area to another were excluded. Also
excluded were votes where there was a
significant difference of opinion on how
to vote to reduce or control government.

We believe the number of votes used
in the analysis, the objective and nonparti-
san weighting of the votes, computerized
calculations, and many error checks all
combine to ensure the highest possible
standards of accuracy.

OTHER FACTORS

Although we believe this voting analy-
sis is the most accurate guide available on
Congressional fiscal performance, no
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study of roll call votes can fully evaluate
a Member’s overall record. A Member’s
committee work, leadership, and effec-
tiveness with other Members also affect
his or her influence on the amount of fed-
eral spending, taxes, debt, and regulatory
impact. Because of the complexity of the
calculations and the number of votes
involved, we do not have space to reprint
the votes of each Representative and
Senator here. A list of the votes used in
the study, including the weight assigned
to each vote, is available on request.

* Computation

NTU’ federal budget experts assigned a
weight to each vote ranging from 0 to 100. A low
weight was assigned to votes that had relatively
little effect, while a high weight was assigned to
votes with the most significant effect on federal
spending, taxes, debt, and regulation.

Weights were based solely on the relative
effect of each vote on the total amount of federal
spending, taxes, debt, or regulatory impact.
Consideration was given to the long-term effect
of a vote, even though relatively little might be
immediately at issue. A vote with average impor-
tance should have a weight close to 10.

Scores were computed by dividing the
weighted total of votes cast against higher spending,
taxes, or regulation or for lower spending, taxes, or
regulation, by the weighted total number of fiscal
issues on which the Member of Congress voted.
Average state scores were also computed, using the
weighted total of votes cast by each delegation.

In computing these scores, we included only
those votes on which the Member actually voted for
or against a bill, resolution, or amendment. Paired
votes, announced positions, and absences were
excluded. Because some Members were absent
frequently (or otherwise failed to vote yes or no),
their scores and grades, based on relatively few
votes, may not accurately reflect fiscal attitudes.
The Members falling into this category are noted.

TAXPAYER SCORES

SENATE HOUSE
37% Average 35%
17% Median 12%
93% High 96%

3% Low 1%
Party Scores
8%  Democratic Average 6%

7%  Democratic Median 5%
66%  Republican Average  69%
71%  Republican Median ~ 75%




GRADE SCORE GRADE SCORE GRADE SCORE m
ALABAMA Royce ...oovvvvverannnen A, 93% | Marshall................. D...... 29%
Sanchez, Linda....... Foorree, 3% Norwood......... [Deceased].....N.A. GRADE SCORE
Sanchez, Loretta ....F i Baker........coovunennn. B,
Schiff.....ccccevirieeee F Boustany ......
Sherman................. F Jefferson....
N1o) (TR F State Average ........ccceeeeueeneee 50% Jindal.........
F HAWAII McCrery.......
.............................. Tauscher ...............F Abercrombie........... Melancon ...............
....................... Thompson..............F State Average .........ceceeencenes
Waters F State Average ........ccceereeereens MAINE
................................. Watson ..................F IDAHO Allen ...,
Waxman ................. F Sali.ceieirreeriene Michaud.................
...................... Woolsey.........cc.....F Simpson..................C .... State AVerage ......c.ceeeereerereenne
.................... State Average ........c.ceceueeneee State Average MARYLAND
..... COLORADO ILLINOIS Bartlett ........cocoeee. B+ ... 76%
..... DeGette.................. Bean........cccceeunee. Cummings.......c.... Fooviei 4%
..... Lamborn................. Biggert ........ccoo...... Gilchrest.............D ...........26%
..... Musgrave Costello
..... Perlmutter Davis ....ccccvverene. Ruppersberger........F..............4%
.................. Salazar..........Fo 5% | Emanuel ..o Fo 5% | Sarbanes ..o v 4%
....................... Tancredo................. Gutierrez Van Hollen ...
Udall ................ Hare.......coooeveiveinnnn WyNN.on
State Average Hastert.......cocveu..... State Average
CONNECTICUT Jackson...... MASSACHUSETTS
Courtney ................ Fooreen 5% | Johnson..... Capuano................. | 6%
.................... DeLauro.... F Kirk........... Delahunt..............F.............3%
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Larson....... F LaHood...... . .
CALIFORNIA Murphy .. F Lipinski........
Baca ... Shays.....ccocevvveeeeene Manzullo......
BeCerta. ... State Average Roskam.........
DELAWARE Rush.....ccccceee.
Castle ......ccoeuvvieenn. C-o 44% Schakowsky ..... Neal.oowo | 4%,
FLORIDA Shimkus ........... .
Bilirakis.................. CH........ 61% | Weller.....cocooevnnv. s Tierney .......ccoevee.n. | QU 6%
Boyd....cooveiriiinns | QO 8% | State Average TSONEAS ..veveerinne Fooooiniens 6%*
INDIANA State AVerage ........oeeveeveenennes 5%
Cardoza.....coovvvnn. Burton .....ccoeeeeeeel A 85% MICHIGAN
COSta .o, Buyer.......coooeiii B+...... 78% | Camp......ccccoueen...
Carson, J......... [Deceased].....N.A. Conyers......
Donnelly................. | U 15% | Dingell......
Diaz-Balart, L........ C.e. 56% Ellsworth................ Foorne 15% | BEhlers........
Diaz-Balart, M Hoekstra....
Fart..oeeeeeeeee. Feeney .....cccccoeeuenee. Kildee........cocvee...
Filner........ccoceenee. Hastings .......c..c...... Kilpatrick ............... Fois 4%
Gallegly Keller ..... B 69% Visclosky................ F... Knollenberg
Klein ....coccovceneennee Fori 6% | State Average Levin.oooveveereeennn.
Mack ......... LBt 83% IOWA McCotter-................
Mahoney ... wFa 14% Miller
MeeK .....coovveenrennnn. Fores 4% Rogers......ccccvevenenne.
Mica........ LB 76% Stupak
Miller ..... A, 86% Upton
Putnam.......... LB 78% | Loebsack................ Walberg........c.......
Ros-Lehtinen.......... State AvVerage ........ceeeeeeeeeneee State AVerage ........cecceeeveenees 41%
Lofgren ...... Stearns ......cccceeveuee KANSAS MINNESOTA
Lungren...... Wasserman Sch. .... Bachmann..............
Matsui ........... Weldon... Ellison..........
McCarthy s Wexler ... Kline ............
McKeon ........ Young......ccooeennne McCollum....
McNerney .............. Foii State Average State Average ..........ccoceurueenee Oberstar........
Millender-McD. [Deceased]...N.A. GEORGIA KENTUCKY Peterson.....
Miller, Gary ........... B+.... 79% | Barrow Chandler................. Ramstad ....
Miller, George........ F... ..4% Bishop....cccceoevveunee. B+ Walz ..o
Napolitano.............. | QS Broun ..... LNA.LLNA. i State Average
Deal........ MISSISSIPPI
Gingrey Pickering................
Johnson Yarmuth.................. Taylor...........
Kingston.... State Average ........cccceeueunene Thompson....
Lewis...... LOUISIANA ANATS S
Linder........ccoocveinne Alexander............... CH.......... 62%  State Average
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PRESENTATIVES [l

GRADE _SCORE

Skelton ........cccccee
State Average ........ceceeeeuveneee

MONTANA

Rehberg.................. C.eee. 54%

NEBRASKA

NEVADA

Berkley......cccun.....

State Average ........cceceeveevenee

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Shea-Porter ............ F...
State AVerage ........ceeeeevevennene 5%

NEW JERSEY

Andrews................. | QS 4%
Ferguson.................

Frelinghuysen
Garrett.......ccceeuennen.

Pascrell....

D
C
A
F
D
Pallone ................... Forern 4%
F
F
F
C
F
D

State Average

NEW MEXICO

State Average

NEW YORK

Ackerman...............
Arcuri......ccevenee..

Clarke.......ccoeevenne..
Crowley.......ccceune.
Engel..........

Fossella
Gillibrand...............

Higgins......cccceenee.
Hinchey..................

Israel

Maloney .................
McCarthy ...............

GRADE SCORE

Rodriguez............... Forree. 6%
Sessions.........cc.c....
Smith....cccovveinnne

Thornberry .

State Average ........c.ceeeveenen. 51%
UTAH

Bishop.....ccccceeveuennee B+.......... 77%
Cannon.......c.ce....... A 86%
Matheson................ D........ 24%
State Average ........ccceeevenees 62%
VERMONT

Welch ... Fooee. 5%
VIRGINIA

Boucher.................. Forei 5%

79%
78%

State Average
WASHINGTON

GRADE SCORE GRADE SCORE
..................... F....6% | English.......C-.....47%
Nadler ......cccceeenee Forriee 4% Fattah........ccccceeene. Forreen 5%
Rangel.......cccon... F
Reynolds ... ..C
Serrano........coev... F Kanjorski................
Slaughter................ Forre 3% | Murphy, P ..............
F Murphy, T ....
F Murtha ........ccoc......
Peterson..................
Pitts ...........
State AVErage .......cceeeuveveenees Platts ....ccoeevevenenn.
NORTH CAROLINA Schwartz ................ ) 7%
Butterfield.............. | 3% | Sestak
Coble.....cccovvenn.. B+....... 81% Shuster ........cccc...... B............ 74%
Etheridge................ Forne, 9% | State Average ...........cceueeeee. 27%
Foxx AL RHODE ISLAND
Hayes.......ccccoeeeuenneee Ceee 53% | Kennedy................. Foroeen 4%
Jones .....ccooeveeennanen. C.ree 50% | Langevin................ Foeoreenn 4%
McHenry ... LA State Average .........ccceeeueeneenes 4%
Mclntyre ................ Fo... 10% | SOUTH CAROLINA
J\Y 11 1< Foeren 4% Barrett.................... A,
Myrick.... AL ..B.....
Price..c.ccooevininnnnn. F L
Shuler.........ccccceuenee Fo.. 15% | Inglis......... ..B+.
Watt...ooooeeeeeeeiiinnnn, F Spratt..........ccceeeeene. F...
State Average ........cceeeevveenenee Wilson LA
NORTH DAKOTA State Average ........cceeerveennee
Pomeroy ................. | 4% | SOUTH DAKOTA
OHIO Herseth Sandlin.....F.............. 6%
Boehner TENNESSEE
Chabot
Gillmor
Hobson...
Jones
Jordan
Kaptur....
Kucinich.
LaTourette
Latta..........
Pryce
Regula
Ryan.......
Schmidt..
Space Burgess ....c.cccoeenee. B+..... 77%
Sutton Carter
Tiberi Conaway................. B+......... 84%
Turner e Cuellar.........cc....... Foroeeen 7%
Wilson......cccceveen. Culberson B
State Average ........eeeeereesuenes Doggett.................. F
OKLAHOMA Edwards ................. | QR 8%
Gohmert ...B
Gonzalez................ Forreens

State Average

OREGON

Blumenauer............ Foil. 11%
DeFazio.................. | S 6%
Hooley.... F

Walden

Wi | DR 5%
State Average ........ceeeeevveenneee 17%
PENNSYLVANIA

Altmire...................

Granger ..................
Green, A....
Green, G......coueenee.
Hall ....coovevinnn.
Hensarling....
Hinojosa.................
Jackson-Lee ...........
Johnson, E
Johnson, S
Lampson ................
Marchant......
McCaul ............
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Hastings ....
Inslee......cccoevene...
Larsen ........ccoo....... Foeee 4%
McDermott............. F...
McMorris Rodgers.B- ...
Reichert ..

State Average ........cc.ceeeuennene
WEST VIRGINIA

Mollohan................ | TN 6%
Rahall..................... F

State Average ........c.ceceueenee. 18%
WISCONSIN
Baldwin.................. | 5%

State Average
WYOMING
Cubin.......cccoeuee. NA....... N.A **
House Key
SCORE GRADE COMMENTS
85% or more A Taxpayers’ Friend
75%-84% B+
70%-74% B Good
65%-69% B-
59%-64% C+
50%-58% C Satisfactory
35%-49% C-
17%-34% D Poor

16% or less F Big Spender

* Score based on less than 75%, but more
than 50%, of weighted total of votes cast.

**\loted on 50% or less of weighted total of
votes cast; score and grade not issued.




United States Senate

GRADE SCORE

GRADE SCORE

GRADE SCORE

GRADE SCORE

ALABAMA ILLINOIS NEVADA TEXAS
Durbin.......cccccueueee. ) 6% | Ensign.....ccccceeeennene Ao, 86% | Cornyn.......ccceeeune B+........ 79%
Obama.........ccce..... | QS 5%* | Reid..cooveeeeenenne | DU 7% | Hutchison................ B-......... 63%
State AvVerage ........ceeeeeeencenes 69% State AVErage ........ceeeerseesueenns 6% State Average ........cceveeeveenneee 46% State Average ........cceeeevereueeee 71%
ALASKA INDIANA NEW HAMPSHIRE UTAH
Murkowski.............. Cueeeee 50% Bayh.....cooooeiinn. Do 15% | Gregg..occoveveeveenenne. B+ ... 78% | Bennett..........c..c...... B 66%
Stevens......cceeeeene C-os 44% Lugar......ccoovveeenen. Ceene 53% Sununu.........ccoe.eee. B+........ 71% | Hatch.....cooovevvenenns CH.eeee 57%
State AVerage .......eeeeevenennes 47% State Average ........cceccrveueenes 34% State Average .........cceeeeveevene 74% | State Average ........cceeeereereens 62%
ARIZONA IOWA NEW JERSEY VERMONT
| 3077 I A, 86% Grassley .....ccoeveneee. [ GR 52% | Lautenberg.............. Foen.
McCain .......ccceeee. N.A....N.A** | Harkin.............. Menendez ............... ..
State AVerage ........ceeeeeeencenes 86% State Average State Average ........ccceeereenenes State Average
ARKANSAS KANSAS NEW MEXICO VIRGINIA
Lincoln......ccccoeeeee. Fon 9% Brownback.............. B+........ 77%* | Bingaman................ For 5% | Warner .................... Coeee 55%
Pryor.....cccooeiii F.... 7% Roberts........ccceneee. CHoeee 56% | Domenici ................ Cueveee 52% | Webb....ooooveeieenen Fo. 13%
State AvVerage ......c.ceeeereeeeeenee 8% State Average ........cceeeeeveeuenee 65% State Average ........cceveevveenncee 29% State Average ........cceeeeeveenenee 33%
CALIFORNIA KENTUCKY NEW YORK WASHINGTON
BOXer oo Fon 7% Bunning .................. A, 81% | Clinton........cccoenee. | DN 3%* | Cantwell.................. Foee 9%
Feinstein.................. Fooren. 7% McConnell.............. B+ ... 77% | Schumer.................. Foen. 7% | Murray .......ccceeenne ) 6%
State AVerage ......c.ceeeeeververnenne 7% State Average ........ocecerueveenes 79% State Average ........cceeeereeveneene 5% | State AVerage .......cceceeeeeveeneens 8%
COLORADO LOUISIANA NORTH CAROLINA WEST VIRGINIA
Allard.......cccoeuvenene. Landrieu.................. | 27175 G A, 8 Byrd...ccoooveieiennn.
Salazar.............. Vitter......coeunee. Dole ....ccvevenennen Rockefeller .............
State Average State Average State Average State Average
CONNECTICUT MAINE NORTH DAKOTA WISCONSIN
Collins.......ccevvennenee. C-oee 35% | Conrad......cccoounneee. Forrne 6% | Feingold................. Foeene 12%
SNOWE ..o D...cc.ccce. 27% | Dorgan................... | QU 5% | Kohl....ooooovreinnnn. Foioe 7%
State AvVerage ......c.eeeerveveeenee 8% State Average ........ceeeevveeuenee 31% State AVerage ........cceeeeeeesnenans 6% State Average ........cceeeervreneeee 10%
DELAWARE MARYLAND OHIO WYOMING
Biden......ccccooveuenenne. Foe 4%* | Cardin........cccoeeneee. Foeis 6% | Brown ......ccooeunee. | QU 6% | Barrasso.................. B+t...... 76%*
Carper......coceeveenenen. Fo.o. 10% Mikulski.................. ) 7% | Voinovich................ C+H......... 58% | ENZioorereieiennnen Y. W 86%
State AVerage ........ceeeervevennenne 8% State AVerage ........oceeeevereenenns 6% State Average ........ccceeeveevene 32% | Thomas........... [Deceased] ....N.A.
FLORIDA MASSACHUSETTS OKLAHOMA State Average .........cecceeeuceee 82%
Martinez.................. B+ ... 73% Kennedy.................. ) Coburn.........c........ A, 89%
Nelson.....ccoeeenene Fo 11% Kerry....cooeoenene Inhofe......cccccoeuenee. Ao 83%
State AVerage ........ceeeeeeeueenes 42% State Average State Average ........cceeeeeueeneee 86%
GEORGIA MICHIGAN OREGON
Chambliss ..., Bt ..75% | Levin........ Smith. ... D... 32% Senate Key
Isakson.......ccceeee. B+ ... 75% Stabenow ................ Wyden......cooeevenenne. | QPR 8%
State Average ........ccccoeecenene 75% State Average State AVErage ......c.ceeeereeseeeese 20% SCORE GRADE COMMENTS
HAWAII MINNESOTA PENNSYLVANIA 80% or more A Taxpayers’ Friend
Akaka........ccooeenene F.... 3% Coleman.................. C-oeee 38% | Casey ..ccceoervenrennenne. | LR 7%
[NOUYE ...veveiiiinene | QU 4% Klobuchar-............... Foe 5% | Specter......cccoeuene. | ) SN 34% M%-79% B+
State Average ........ceceeueeeeuennene 3% State Average ..........ccceueueceee. 22% | State Average .........ceceeereneene 20% 66%-70% B Good
IDAHO MISSISSIPPI RHODE ISLAND H%65%  B-
Cochran.......c...c...... Reed....cccoovvineennnn. Fo 8%
Lott ooeeiinnnne. Whitehouse............. F... 56%-60% C+
State Average State Average 50%-55% G Satisfactory
MISSOURI SOUTH CAROLINA
Bond oo Co 54% | DeMint............ A03% || %A% C
To obtain additional copies McCaskill ............... ) ST 17% | Graham................... Ao 80% 15%-34% D Poor
of this report, please send State AVerage .......coceevcueennes 35% | State AVerage .......cceeueurenes 87% 14% orless F Big Spender
$2.00 (NTU members, 75¢) MONTANA SOUTH DAKOTA
for each to: Baucus ........cc......... | O 11% | Johnson.................. NA. .NA** ||
Score based on less than 75%, but more
Tester ..c.ocevveerrennnne. Fo 10% | Thune.......ccoeenee. B........ 68% than 50%, of weighted total of votes cast.
NTU/Publications State AVerage .........cceeevevenees 10% | State Average .........eceveueuene 68%
108 N. Alfred St. NEBRASKA TENNESSEE **\loted on 50% or less of weighted total of
Alexandria, VA 22314 Alexander .............. Ct...... 58% | (IR
Corker
State Average 60%
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